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The United Nations Global Frameworks 
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The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals



4Klopp, J. M., & Petretta, D. L. (2017). The urban sustainable development goal: Indicators, complexity and the politics of measuring cities. Cities, 63, 92–97.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2016.12.019
(UN-Habitat) United Nations, 2017, The New Urban Agenda, United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), Quito, Ecuador, report, http://habitat3.org/wp-
content/uploads/NUA-English.pdf.

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-05/sdg_booklet_to_printer4.pdf

Why cities? Cities account for… 

80% global economy 

60+% energy consumption

70% greenhouse gas 
emissions

70% global resource use 

50+% global population

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2016.12.019
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The ‘urban’ targets

* Indicator

Urban Target

Non-Urban Target
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Andrea, C., Fernández, A., Calvete, A., Miraglia, M., & Herrera-Favela, L. (2020). Guidelines for Voluntary Local Reviews: Volume 1 - A Comparative Analysis of Existing VLRs. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781107415324.004

Localising the SDGs – Voluntary Local Review

https://sites.research.unimelb.edu.au/connected-cities/projects/sdgs-cities-challenge

~39 Voluntary Local Reviews Complete
> 210 cities signed up to the New York 
City VLR Declaration

https://sites.research.unimelb.edu.au/connected-cities/projects/sdgs-cities-challenge


DEHRADUN WOOLLAHRA WHITEHORSE

Child-friendly mobility 
system

Community emissions 
reduction strategy

Sustainable procurement 
process 

Same goal… different approaches
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Local impacts – shared problems

Waste
Alexei Trundle & Paul Burston/University of Melbourne
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Local impacts – shared problems

Alexei Trundle & Paul Burston/University of Melbourne

Housing



Thank you
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